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Old Town group
seeks allies for
crosstown bus

YQNA scores
meeting over
York-Bay park

Kimberly Spice

Michael Gregoris

T

F

he Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) does
not see any need to enhance services on
Parliament St.—but the Old Town Toronto
Network (OTTN) hasn’t exhausted their bus dreams
yet.
The OTTN is gearing up for an effort to lobby
neighbourhood associations to support the idea of
a summer bus service to the Queens Quay area during its April 14 membership meeting.
A north-south bus route ending at Queens Quay
and Bay would enable Parliament residents to have
direct access to newly-designed waterfront destinations such as Sugar Beach and Sherbourne
Common, in addition to connecting them with the
popular ferry docks. However, plans for better service along the 65 Parliament bus route never passed
the discussion stage after an environmental assessment and ridership study by the TTC showed there
was no need for any changes.
OTTN president Edward Nixon told the Corktown
Residents and Business Assoc. (CRBA) that if
associations work together as a group, take action,
and win the support of the ward councillor, the
request might just get off the ground.
“To have any legs it has to be endorsed by the
neighbourhood associations and the BIA and then
we go to councillor McConnell and then go to the
TTC,” Nixon told The Bulletin. “If you can get an
incremental win it can
continued page 8

St. Lawrence Neighbourhood resident and comedian Carly
Heffernan is on stage this month in the Second City’s new
revue This Party’s a Riot. A former member of the national
touring company, this is Heffernan’s first main stage revue.

ollowing a public
outcry over what
one group called a
“secretive
process, ”
Toronto’s transportation
services has called a public meeting to discuss the
possibility of revamping
the Gardiner’s York-BayYonge interchange and
creating a local street
from Harbour St. to
Queens Quay between
York and Bay streets.
As reported in The
Bulletin last month,
members of the York
Quay
Neighbourhood
Association (YQNA) had
decried what they called
an “ill-conceived” plan
to dismantle the YorkBay-Yonge ramp from
the Gardiner, which currently occupies the parkland on the east side of
York St.
But before council can
move forward with the

plan, an environmental
study report must be filed
that hinges on the resolution of the north-south
road issue.
A public open house
will be held on April 4
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. at 245 Queens Quay
West to discuss the
north-south
street.
Community
members
directly affected by the
proposed changes can
provide feedback.
“The meeting will
address the need for the
street,
alternative
designs and its potential
benefits and impacts to
motorists, pedestrians,
cyclists, and area resicontinued page 7

Ryerson program
studies Corktown

Liberty residents air
gridlock worries

Anthony Marcusa

Dennis Hanagan

If there was ever any Pan
Am envy rising from the
residents of Corktown, a
project by an enthusiastic
group of Ryerson students
will likely quell it.
While the West Don Lands
are abuzz with development
and redevelopment projects,
these students are creating
their own noise around a
plan for short and long term
revitalization
of
the
Corktown neighbourhood,
looking to make it too an
exciting destination spot in
the city.
Members of the Corktown
Residents and Business
Association (CRBA) saw a
first draft of the Ryerson
initiative last month. The
role the students seem to
have adopted is that of a
facilitator, collecting a

large amount of information
about services the city has
to offer.
“We really don’t know
ourselves what the programs are, ” said CRBA
member Larry Webb, who
heads up the association’s
development team. “It’s
often difficult for us to find
out who is doing what, under
what conditions, and how to
show interest.”
The city’s graffiti transformation, neighbourhood
beautification
and
streetscape beautification
programs are some of the
services that are available to
residents, but not necessarily taken advantage of or
fully understood. These
services allow residents to
improve the area, making
streets not only more pedescontinued page 9

L
Liberty Village residents attend an open house to study
city plans for the village. While the BIA hopes for an
improved commute and better business opportunities,
residents are not keen on the potential for more traffic.

iberty Village residents
had their say about three
new projects the city is
planning for their community
on March 1 when more than 170
people attended a city-hosted
open house at the Liberty
Noodle.
Planners were on hand for
questions and presented charts,
photos, diagrams for the new
Dufferin St. bridge, a pedestrian

tunnel under the CN/CP tracks,
and an east-west road between
Dufferin and Strachan Ave. All
three proposed projects require
environmental assessments.
This area of the city is overdue for infrastructure improvements.
For instance, the section of
the Dufferin bridge that crosses
the train tracks near the CNE
entrance is 100 years old and “is
continued page 10

Church St. tower
to be scrapped?
Duncan McAllister

T

he Church St. community may have scored a
temporary win in their
fight against the Gloucester
Mansions development at
580-596 Church St. and 6771 Gloucester St.
In a letter to city hall,
lawyers for the developer
(Church 18 Holdings Inc.)
requested that the rezoning
application, which had
originally been filed March
30, 2010, be put on hold.
According to the letter,
the developer “is in the
process of considering the
future direction for this
application,
including
potential revisions.”
As reported previously in
The Bulletin, community
activists, Ward 27 councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam and
the
Church-Wellesley
Neighbourhood Association
(CWNA) have adamantly
objected to plans to build a

25-storey
condominium
development at the site.
Attempts to designate the
properties have been met
with frustration. “Each
month we expect the intention to designate 580
Church
Gloucester
Mansions be moved at
Toronto
Preservation
Services Board, but it hasn’t
happened, ” says CWNA
member Paul Farrelly.
“Citizen engagement in the
heritage process is defunct
in Toronto East York. The
municipal code provides
that each community council district has a community
preservation panel but
TEYC (Toronto-East York
Community) panel hasn’t
met in years and the agenda
is set by the councillor and
the staff without a citizen
voice.”
At press time, Church 18
Holdings had decided not to
proceed at the Ontario
Municipal Board.
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