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Dancers, life partners show it takes two to tango
Kimberly Spice

D

ancers and Church
and Wellesley residents
Zhenya
Cerneacov and Courtnae
Bowman have a Venus and
Mars approach when training for a performance—and
because of their different
chemistry mutual frustration
becomes part of the
process.
In the upcoming performance Quenched, Bowman is
the first to acknowledge
that she was emotionally
driven when training for the
Kaeja d’Dance production—
while her live-in boyfriend
and dance partner Cerneacov
admits his approach focuses
on technique.
“It can make it very
volatile, ” the 25-year-old
Cerneacov told The Bulletin
about training together and
why the technical application works. “You can’t
reproduce the same emotion
twice but you can in muscle
movement.”
The Jarvis and Wellesley
couple bumped into each
other a number of times during auditions but after
appearing in an Argentinean
tango together along with
performing in one of
Bowman’s productions, the
pair’s relationship grew.
“We started dancing
together about two and a
half years ago and did an
Argentinean tango piece
which sparked our love, ”
reflected Bowman, now 30years-old. “And the piece
that I was creating myself
included Zhenya so we were

edwin Luk

dancing together.”
Both
accomplished
dancers started their careers
at a young age—Cerneacov
at age seven in Chisinau,
Moldova, located between

Romania and Ukraine, and
Bowman at the young age of
three in Victoria, BC.
Bowman, a dancer, choreographer and artistic director, owns three dance com-

panies,
Cadence
Progressive Contemporary
Ballet, Cadence Youth
Ballet and Cadence Bridges
Ballet. The companies occupy most of her time to the
degree that she doesn’t
think that she would be able
to do it all if it wasn’t for the
support of Cerneacov.
Cerneacov, after arriving
in Canada only three years
ago with no formal knowledge of modern dance, landed a golden opportunity
after auditioning for the
award-winning choreographer Danny Grossman and
has not stopped working
since.
“I had very little English
and then I found this Danny
Grossman audition on the
explained
internet, ”
Cerneacov. “I showed up for
the audition and I hadn’t a
clue who Danny Grossman
was or what kind of dancing
this was about. That’s the
beauty of dance. You don’t
need to talk. It’s visual.
They liked me and I got the
job. That was my first dance
job in Canada.”
Cerneacov now travels
extensively with numerous
dance companies.
Despite their busy schedules the couple finds time to
perform together throughout the year and their onstage synergy has prompted
a number of artistic directors to ask them to perform
in their productions.
Bowman and Cerneacov
will
be
performing
Quenched as Kaeja d’Dance
celebrates
their
20th
anniversary with their production 20/20 Vision on
stage from April 12 to 16 at
Enwave
Theatre,
the
Harbourfront Centre.
Tickets are available at
www.kaeja.org.
For more information
about Bowman’s dance studio, visit www.cadenceballet.com.

Activist
lauded for
‘significant’
work in
community

O

n
March
26,
Harbourfront resident
Kamala-Jean Gopie
was honoured at the
University of the West
Indies (UWI) benefit gala
with a Vice-Chancellor’s
Award.
This award goes to
Caribbean-Canadians who
have contributed significantly to the University of
the West Indies, who have
achieved extraordinary success in their respective
fields, or who are rising
stars in their organizations.
Gopie migrated to Canada
in 1963 and has lived in
Toronto ever since. Upon
retiring from a 30-year
career in education, she was
appointed
to
the
Immigration and Refugee
Board where for eight years
she made decisions that

affected the lives of hundreds of refugee claimants.
She was appointed a parttime Ontario Human Rights
Commissioner in 2006, a
position in which she
served for two years.
Gopie always tries to support causes that seek to
enrich or improve the lives
and living conditions of
some the most vulnerable in
our society and world. To
that end she has supported
as well as raised funds on
behalf of organizations
such United Way, Jamaican
Canadian
Association,
Amnesty
International,
Medecins Sans Frontieres,
Christian Children’s Fund,
International Development
& Relief Foundation, and
the
Nelson
Mandela
Children’s Fund.

Yonge stations graded
on upkeep, lighting

T

he Downtown Yonge
BIA released its latest
transit scorecard on
March 17.
The scoring began in
2009 as a way to address the
BIA members’ increasing
concerns about the appearance and cleanliness of the
Wellesley, College, Dundas,
Queen and King subway stations.
The current audit reflects
conditions on March 3.
While the report noted that
most of the deficiencies

observed in the 2010 scorecards have been addressed,
several remain unrepaired.
In addition, 22 new items
have been listed as requiring
attention, with the Dundas
station having the most
new problems.
The March scorecard,
along with previous scorecards, are available on the
Downtown Yonge website at
www.downtownyonge.com.
For more information, contact Evan Weinberg at (416)
597-0255 ext. 232.

Corktown’s CRBA group meets to discuss transit improvements with Old Town Toronto head.

Awareness is key to ridership: OTTN’s Nixon
from page 1
support a conversation
about higher levels of transit in the future.”
The TTC is not optimistic
about
the
proposed
enhancements.
“We’ve done environmental assessments and ridership counts and at this time
ridership does not warrant
an expansion of service in
that area regardless of
whether there be extra buses

or a streetcar line, similar to
that of Spadina,” said TTC
spokesman
Kevin
Carrington, who added that
funding is a major issue. “I
am aware that the residents
of that area are passionate
about transit and they want
to see service similar to that
on Spadina and their right of
way streetcars.”
Nixon is not discouraged:
he presumes that the new
summer service, if imple-

mented, will be successful
but that success can only be
achieved if the public knows
about the new route.
“It depends on people
being aware of it,” Nixon
points out.
“You put on a bus service
and don’t tell people about
it some people may never
take it.”
Information about TTC
initiatives can be found at
www.ttc.ca.

Above: Community response staff sargeant Rudy Pasini gives the police update as CPLC chair
Deb Devgan looks on. Below: P.C. Erin Carter gives a presentation on the MCIT.

Youth, mental health, gala
on 51 Div. CPLC agenda
Duncan McAllister

T

APRIL AT
HARBOURFRONT CENTRE
DANCE: Children & A Few Minutes
of Lock − Louise Lecavalier/Fou
Glorieux (Canada) Apr. 13–16
Bittersweet and sweaty duets from an
icon of Canadian dance. Known for her
work with La La La Human Steps, this is
the first time Lecavalier has performed
in Toronto since 2006. Part of World
Stage.

THEATRE: The Monument − ISÔKO
Theatre (Rwanda) Apr. 27–May 1
Winner of the Governor General’s Award
for Drama, this play is a torpedo aimed
directly at the nature of evil as it dissects
the roles of victim and perpetrator in
unflinching detail. Performed in
Kinyarwandan with English surtitles.
Part of World Stage.

COURSES: Red Hot Learning –
Social Media for Artists
Wednesdays, Apr. 5–26
Designed specifically with artists in
mind, you’ll learn how to best leverage
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and blogs
to promote your art. Part of Courses &
Workshops.

235 Queens Quay W. Toronto, ON
Government Site Partners

Government Programming Partners

Info: 416-973-4000

harbourfrontcentre.com
Corporate Site Partners

he 51 Division community police liaison
committee (CPLC) met
on March 9.
The meeting kicked off
with a presentation on
Toronto’s mobile crisis
intervention team, or MCIT,
units by nurse Ellen
Marchildon
from
St.
Michael’s hospital and P.C.
Erin Carter.
The mobile crisis intervention team is a partnership program between St.
Michael’s hospital and 51
and 52 Divisions. The program partners a mental
health professional and a
police officer who respond

to 911 emergency and
police
dispatch
calls
involving emotionally disturbed persons.
The MCIT patrols were
begun in 2000. Carter has
been on the beat since the
beginning and has “a great
deal of passion” for her
work.
Even though there are four
different MCIT units covering the city, as one resident
advised, “I’ve never heard of
you guys. ” Marchildon
admitted that MCIT could do
with more public awareness.
The MCIT regularly deals
with calls related to homelessness, substance abuse,
and admissions to hospital.
But, noted community
response staff sergeant Rudy
Pasini, “Being homeless
doesn’t necessarily mean
that you’re mentally ill.”
One of the MCIT’s biggest
limitations relates to the
Mental Health Act, which
delineates the police’s powers to deal with a situational
crisis as opposed to a mental health crisis.
Pasini updated attendees
about recent local incidents
involving robberies, gang
members and drugs. He also
touched on officers’ concerns about the March “day
of rage” protests, as similar
events had resulted in the
torching of a dozen police
cars in Montreal.
Pasini added that the distracted driving campaign

had been quite successful for
the division—the city’s second-highest total of 800
tickets, 300 of which were
to drivers talking on cell
phones, were handed out during the blitz.
The opening of 51
Division’s lobby museum
was well attended, and there
was “great interest” in the
volunteer
appreciation
night, where several CPLC
members were honored for
their service to the community.
Pasini went on to report
that crime is drastically
down in Regent Park, and
that the Division plans to
roll out initiatives to prevent future violence in
April.
CPLC chair Dev Devgan
announced that this year’s
gala will be held Nov. 10 on
Queen’s Quay. She also hinted that a new sponsor has
signed on for the big night.
Gene Lincoln, community
health worker at Regent
Park community centre,
announced that the division’s annual youth and
police basketball game is
likely to be held in St.
Jamestown in August. It’s
“always a good opportunity
to demystify each others’
perceptions.” says Devgan.
Lincoln is also organizing an employment seminar
to be presented by members
of Toronto’s trade unions to
inform youth about a career
in the trades.

