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n March 18, the Jazz Performance and Education
Centre presented New York-based pianist Robert
Glasper at the Glenn Gould Studio.

Ontario polling places to
get accessibility makeover
before next election
Duncan McAllister

I
Top left: Father and son John and
Michael Lindberg. Top right: Rob
Wolfe and Ingrid Coort. Bottom
John
and
Leanne
right:
Marangon of Dawson Networks
with publicist Danielle Iversen and
her mom Pamela Iversen.
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n March 22, King West Fitness in Liberty
Village held a reception with cocktails and tasty
bites to launch a one-of-a-kind fitness class
called Jukari Fit to Fly in collaboration with Reebok
and Cirque du Soleil. The class uses a special piece of
equipment called a FlySet. This will be the first time
it’s offered in Canada outside of Quebec.

Businessman Adrian Anez of Bay and Bloor, King West
Fitness general manager Randy Babcock, and Liberty
Village’s Julia Kufel and Kevin Knott (owner of King West
Fitness) who are looking forward to their coming marriage.

n September 2007,
Premier McGuinty made
an election promise to
“develop an action plan to
make provincial and municipal elections fully accessible to voters.”
In preparation for the
Ontario 2011 elections,
Elections Ontario is conducting a public review of
accessibility for people
with disabilities of all voting locations in the
province.
There are no provincial
standards regulating or
defining accessibility for
the type of locations where
polling stations are put.
However, the standards
being applied to the proposed upgrades may even be
more stringent than those
used by the federal or municipal governments for their
polling places.
“We developed a set of
mandatory criteria for each
location, like ramp slope,
door width and accessible
parking. It’s a rigorous
standard” says Fowlie, “We
put a lot of work into this
initiative; almost a year in
the making.”
Starting April 6, the
Election Ontario website—
www.elections.on.ca—will
have a tool whereby an elector can find a list of all the
proposed voting locations
this fall. “It’s just one other
way we are insuring voting
locations are accessible, ”
says Alicia Fowlie of
Elections Ontario.
The list will contain the
location names and addresses of polling places, and
will list any remediations
required to aid in accessibility, such as temporary

ramps or staffing to assist.
There will be a hyperlink
on each location, which
will bring up a comments
page with the opportunity
for the public to provide
feedback on the proposed
location or to provide a
potential location.
New voting locations
have been built since the
2007 elections that may not
have been inspected, and
the feedback form is a means
for the public to propose
alternate sites.
The nature and cost of
remediations required for
local polling places is yet
to be established.
There
will
be
an
announcement on April 6
that will include details of
the entire accessibility program. Elections Ontario
plans to respond to all feedback once the public consultation closes at the end of
May.

Club helpers
sought

T

he Second Mile Club
of Toronto is urgently seeking mature
volunteers to assist with
programming.
Volunteer tai chi instructors are needed on Tuesday
mornings. Other jobs
include being friendly visitors, medical escorts and
interpreters, and transportation assistants.
Scheduling is flexible
but daytime availability is
preferred. Training is provided and no driving is
required.
For details, contact
Pauline Hui at volunteering@secondmileclub.ca or
(416) 597-0841 ext. 225.

Students talk beautification
instead of community safety
from page 1

Above: Jennifer Bunt of
Parkdale is a costume
designer and works with
Toronto-based film companies. Left: High Park resident
Chenessa Lam is editorwriter of Medium Magazine,
an online publication based
at Richmond and Bathurst.
Brigid Towler is assistant to
the editor.

Ish Morris from High Park helped with refreshments.

Interior designer Jung Park of Harbourfront, Sam Coulombe
of Queen West (who also works in interior design), and frequent Liberty Village visitor Sarah Tremblay.

O

n March 23, Zach Werner hosted his weekly
Wednesday Jams talent night at Stout at 212
Carlton St. E.

Drummer Kevin Barbe, Darcie Nelson, Mikka Marmiy, proprietor Erin Gamelin, audeince member Ann, Zack Werner, and
guitarist Steve Costello.

trian friendly, but also more
attractive, adding new trees,
benches,
and
cleaner
spaces.
The well-received presentation was just the beginning for the students, who
will return to the CRBA on
April 13 to present a final
report. The students have
taken the residents’ feedback and have augmented
the final report with more
detail, identifying specific
areas—such as Trefann St.
and Tracy St.—that can be
revitalized.
“One of the advantages of
having students help out is
that they are not jaded, and
they don’t come in with preconceived
notions, ”
explained Webb, who was
excited to have the students’
involvement.
Another area the students
have investigated is how to
establish Corktown as a heritage area. “The first step is
to designate certain buildings as heritage buildings,”
explained student Rebecca
Stubbs. “That designation
does a lot for a community,
raising property value and
the esteem of residents.”
“We also want to see
streets as places where people want to meet, ” said
Michael Floyd, one of the
presenters, using the catchy
phrase “Corktown Corner”
to describe the future of the
area. “We can reclaim
orphan sites and create open
spaces where people can
live and play.”
At the very least, the students will provide the CRBA
with an accurate and codified
database of information on
local services. “Our main
objective is to provide
information on who to contact and how to contact
them,” said Floyd.
The students are working
under the direction of professor Tom Ostler, who also
works as a manager of policy and research in the city’s

planning division. Ostler
sees what the students are
doing as very much resembling real life, overcoming
the difficulty that people
have when simply trying to
obtain public information.
“Some people may be skeptical,” said Ostler. “But it’s
free work for them and it’s a
great introduction for the
students.”
The students’ findings can
be applied as early as this
summer. For instance, the
city’s now-nebulous community
event
permit
process will be clarified:
once residents are informed
as to how to organize
events, the community can
hope to reinstate events like
the once-annual Corktown
barbecue.

Art auction benefits hospital

T

he Creative Works Studio—an outreach program of
St. Michael’s Hospital for people struggling with
mental health issues or addictions—is holding a
fundraising auction on April 26.
The studio is located at Gerrard and Logan, but the auction will be held at The Berkeley Church, 315 Queen St. E.
The event, titled Art Gems 11, will start at 5:30 p.m.
with registration and a reception. The presentation and
live auction will follow at 7 p.m. Professional artists,
celebrity artists, and Creative Works studio artists have
donated their work to the auction. Bidders can compete for
pieces by pros Roberta Bondar and Douglas Coupland,
while fans can snap up works by Cynthia Dale and Gord
Downie. For information, visit www.creativeartgems.ca.

Queen, Adelaide plans
up for discussion Apr. 6

W

ard 20 residents
and business owners are invited to
the Entertainment District
planning meeting on April
6 at 7 p.m. at Metro Hall, 55
John St., room 303.
The meeting is hosted by
councillor Adam Vaughan
and will focus on proposed
developments in the area
and the ward.

The public is invited to
provide feedback on the
plans for 215 Queen St W
(south side of Queen, west of
Simcoe) and 363 Adelaide St
W (south side of Adelaide,
east of John).
For details or to be added
to the distribution list call
(416) 392-4044 or e-mail
Councillor_Vaughan@toro
nto.ca.

Kiwanis to give away
$75 grand: new award

T

he Kiwanis Club of
Toronto is looking to
give
away
some
money. (See Page 11 bottom
right.)
In March, the club
announced its first-ever
Community Achievement
award and the prize is huge:
$75,000 will be given to
the winning charity.
The application for this
award of distinction will be
available to all non-forprofit organizations with a
registered charitable number, who plan to undertake a
project with a positive and
significant impact on the
community.
The award should support
the project and/or projects
that aim to improve the
quality of life of underprivileged children and youth in
the community. The catchment area in question is rep-

resented by the community
governed by the boundaries
of the old City of Toronto,
and organizations should be
working
within
these
boundaries.
Non-profit community
organizations must make
their award applications to
the
Toronto
Kiwanis
Foundation. The deadline for
applications is May 2 at 5
p.m.
Applications may be
mailed
or
emailed.
Electronic applications may
be in word (.doc) or PDF
(.pdf) formats. If mailing by
post, please include 2 paper
copies.
The winner will be
announced on May 31, and a
public ceremony and cheque
presentation will be held on
June 22. For a full listing of
the award criteria, visit
www.torontokiwanis.ca.

