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Condos with a

twist

New technological and cultural developments have spawned the twisty,
torso construction trend These condos boast sleek, elegant profiles
DUNCAN
MCALLISTER

HOMES@METRONEWS.CA

The twisted condominium
style has evolved through
several high-profile international projects. One example is the HSB Turning
Torso in Malmö, the tallest
skyscraper in Sweden.
Designed by the Spanish
architect Santiago Calatrava and officially opened on
27 August 2005, the tower
reaches a height of 190 metres with 54 storeys. The
form is built from nine individual cube structures centred around a circular
reinforced concrete core.

Local va-va-voom
The most famous Canadian
example of a twisting structure is the Absolute World

Tower
in
Mississauga,
dubbed the Marilyn Monroe tower because of its sultry,
feminine
curving
design.
Developer
Fernbrook
Homes/Cityzen created a
community of five towers
with townhome lofts and a
landscaped central piazza.
The new tower, Absolute
World 2, will be a companion to The Absolute World
1. “They are [architect] Yansong Ma’s version of Yin
and Yang,” says Danny Salvatore, president of Fernbrook Homes.

Builders do the twist
Building these towers entail
certain technical challenges.
In the case of Absolute,
Chris Sleight from KHL

Construction
illustrates
the complexity in International Construction magazine: “The 170 metre high
south tower and 150 metre
north tower both twist as
they climb, with constant
rotation on the north tower, and varying changes between floors on the south
tower, which makes for a
complicated construction
project.”

Risky business
The builder always assumes
some risks in taking on
these elaborate designs.
Several of these structures run into bad luck or
bad economic times.
The Infinity Tower in
Dubai was not without its
problems, for example.
Construction of the 330-

metre building began in
February 2006.
The project resumed
construction in July 2008,
after a delay caused by the
collapse of a nearby wall
and subsequent flooding
of the construction site.
Despite the setbacks
however, upon completion
it will have 73 storeys and
will be the world’s tallest
high-rise building with a
twist of 90 degrees.
And the worst-case scenario is the Chicago Spire;
an uncompleted, now-defunct, twisting skyscraper
project in Chicago, Illinois.
After several years of
ongoing financial challenges, and the fallout
from the recession that began in 2008, construction
was halted.

The Absolute World Tower in Mississauga is dubbed the
Marilyn Monroe tower due to its sultry, feminine design.

WHY STATUS CERTIFICATES CAN CHANGE
LEGAL
MATTERS
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Q: Your recent article on
contributing to the reserve
fund as a condominium
owner made good reading.
We recently purchased a
condo and made the oﬀer
conditional on the review
of the status certiﬁcate.
Would there be some indication in this document
about the reserve fund?

A: First, let me explain re-

serve funds for condos.
They are kind of like a savings account for homeowners who put a small
amount of money away
each month for repairs to
the roof and other items
around the house.
Reserve funds for condos are contributed to in
order to address large upkeep issues for the build-

ing such as roofs and parking. Under the statute, a
condo must keep a certain
percentage of their operating budget in reserve.
When you order a status certificate, it will indicate if the reserve fund is
adequate for the coming
fiscal year and if the board
of directors has any
thoughts of increasing the

fund through a special assessment.
Typically, this statement is reliable for the fiscal year but you cannot
rule out the possibility
that half way through the
year, a large repair becomes
necessary
and
therefore the board may
have to reconsider the adequacy of the reserve fund.

So really, new purchasers cannot rely on the
status certificate past the
point in time that it was issued because like all of us,
condo owners and boards
do not have crystal balls to
see the future.
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