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the condo world
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BuzzBuzzHome.com has become ‘the largest online
listing of all-new residential construction across Canada’
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Matthew Slutsky and Cliff
Peskin are pioneers in the
use of social media in the
Toronto real estate marketplace.
Co-founders
of
the
BuzzBuzzHome.com real
estate web portal, they met
back in high school.
The unique combination of skills is what makes
the formula; Slutsky has a
background in land development with luxury condo
builder Diamante.
Peskin’s on the technical side. He started Nutrition in Motion, a dietary
company heavily reliant
on technology and sold the
company after five years.
Owning several commercial properties, Peskin
is passionate about real estate and passionate about
technology.
With nine out of 10 people starting their search
online before contacting a
real estate agent, Slutsky
saw the need for a unique

website.
“When we launched
there was literally nobody
doing any listing of that
sort. We list everything
from highrise to lowrise,
urban and suburban."
“We set out and started
what is now BuzzBuzzHome.com. We’ve turned
into the largest online listing of all-new residential
construction across Canada, with clients across
southern Ontario, Montreal, Calgary, Vancouver and
Victoria.”
And they do it all with
14 employees. They recently moved into a new office
space in a renovated studio
loft in Liberty Village.
The busy site updates at
least a hundred listings per
day.
BuzzBuzzHome helps
you search, research and
connect directly to new
condos, new townhomes
and new homes.
Using map-based results, you can search by
price, city, neighbourhood
or maintenance fees.

“One of the real
things that
diﬀerentiates us is
that we’re a listing
of everything;
what’s out there,
what’s around
them, what the
comparables are.”

GOT A QUESTION? SEND AN EMAIL TO

A: This is an all too common problem that I have
written about before but it
is worth repeating myself.
The issue you are facing is
what is called a latent defect: a problem that is not
readily apparent upon inspection but ‘rears its ugly
head’ when something like
a heavy rain occurs.
The whole core of the
matter is can you prove that
the vendors knew about the
existing problem and did
they not reveal it? Certainly, the sellers must have
been aware of the leaking
problem because the signs
are there for all to see.
However, the problem
with this scenario is that
the vendors may have addressed the issue and felt
that it had been solved (as a
matter of fact, I am sure
this is what you would hear
from them if you made an
inquiry). The whole matter
of responsibility then revolves around being able to
prove this was an existing
and ongoing problem that
had not been properly fixed
and furthermore was covered up by the vendors.
This could cost as much as
your roof repairs to fight
about in court.
Unfortunately, you have
purchased a problem that
has no easy solution. The
forced solution from the
vendor may be more costly
to pursue than the expensive roofers invoice. I suggest you consult with your
lawyer before you commence any repairs or lawsuits. JEFFREY COWAN IS THE
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MATTHEW SLUTSKY, CO-FOUNDER
OF BUZZBUZZHOME.COM

The site is completely
wiki-based and any builder
can go in and directly update their own listings.
“One of the real things
that differentiates us is
that we’re a listing of
everything; what’s out
there,
what’s
around
them, what the comparables are,” says Slutsky.
Clients pay to have a
listing featured on the
homepage.
“So whether a client is
featuring their project on
our site or not, we’re listing it in an unbiased way.
The same information is

Matthew Slutsky and Cliﬀ Peskin, co-founders of
the BuzzBuzzHome.com real estate web portal.

shown for a non-featured
listing or the featured listing,” he explains.
The site has been up for
almost three years now
and is linked to Facebook,
Twitter and LinkedIn.
“We started out as this
online listing but we also
started to grow our community really socially, so

we’ve got a great blog,”
says Slutsky.
“Then we took it a step
further and started our online forum which has become a really great
interactive section. It’s purchasers asking questions
and it’s professionals answering questions. It’s a
virtual hangout.”

SPONGING UP CLEANING TIPS
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BUTLER
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Greetings from Asia!
Yesterday, while having
lunch at the new Andaz Hotel
here in Shanghai, I had the

honour to be with three wonderful local journalists.
Lunch started off as most
business lunches do with
pleasant conversation, but
within the first 10 minutes
one of the journalists leaned
over and said, “Charles, as a
professional butler, how do
you clean a kitchen sponge?”
At first I was a little taken
back, and then I laughed.
Why did I laugh? Well I
started thinking to myself
that despite literally being on
the other side of the world
from home, we all have the
same questions in our daily
lives.

ISTOCK

So how do you clean
sponges?
Well, it is rather simple really.

1. Wash you sponge under
warm running water with
dish soap.
2. Take the wet sponge and
twist most of the water out.
3. Put the moist sponge in
the microwave on full power for 60-90 seconds.
4. Let it dry on your kitchen
counter.
Now one thing to always
remember: don’t keep

Why clean with a dirty sponge?

sponges for too long.
Lucky enough sponges
are generally inexpensive
and so after a period of time
(I change mine pending use
every two to four weeks)
they should be replaced,

Q. We
purchased a 50-year-old
house in the summer. There
was a very heavy rain in
August and we found that the
roof above the family room
leaked. Upon closer examination of the ceiling, we saw the
drywall had been patched
and painted over to match.
The underpad for the carpeting was also stained in the
spot where the leak was happening. We have now had a
rooﬁng company in and since
the roof is ﬂat, they are quoting several thousand dollars
to repair it. It seems like the
former owners knew about
this problem but did not
reveal it before closing. What
are our options?

but it is important to clean
them daily as they can harbour germs and bacteria.

