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‘Honey, I shrunk the condo’

ISTOCK

Feel like you’re living in a shoebox? You’re not alone What to do
when your family starts to grow and a detached house isn’t an option
DUNCAN
MCALLISTER

LIFE@METRONEWS.CA

As Toronto condos get
smaller and smaller, and
prices go higher and higher, potential buyers are
looking for ways to get the
most amount of space from
their investments.
With the intent of keeping condos more affordable, builders have opted to
make smaller units geared
toward those downsizing,
and the single, urban businessperson. They’ve managed to cleverly fit two
bedrooms into floor plans
as small as 570 square feet,
albeit at the expense of
closet and living space.
For a young couple look-

ing to start a family, a detached home may be out of
their league and condo living may be their only viable
option.
Real estate analyst Brian
Persaud says that Toronto
buyers are getting frustrated with the detached housing market. “What we’re
seeing
with
detached
homes a lot of people complain; there’s bidding wars,
I’m getting $800,000 and
it’s going to be a two-bedroom with one washroom.”
Knock down some walls
One creative solution for
creating more space is to
purchase two units side-byside and to remove the adjoining wall in between.

This has been a popular
condo trend in other cities
and Toronto builders may
now be looking to do the
same. Persaud was “following trends of what was happening in other places that
have had a significant condo market for a couple of
years, and in New York it’s
very popular.”
Toronto purchaser Vicky
Zemelman found a practical solution for her family,
but without removing any
walls. “We bought two
units at the Yorkville Plaza.
They are side-by-side to
each other, but one unit
was for my use personally
and one unit was for my
parents who are snowbirds.
They’re not here most of

the year and so basically it’s
just a way of me keeping an
eye on the place for them.”
Time to take the ‘mini’
out of condominiums?
Tarik Gidamy is the cofounder and broker of
record at TheRedPin.com
realty. He questions the wisdom of merging units together. “You would pay for
two kitchens and two sets
of everything, and then for
resale, I have to sell this to
someone who is exactly in
my type of situation.”
He says the solution lies
in simply making bigger
condos. “There is a need for
two or three bedrooms in
1,200 square feet. I think a
lot of developers are actual-

Many developers are aware of the need for bigger condos,
says Tarik Gidamy, co-founder of TheRedPin.com realty.

ly in the know of this and
they do their research. They
know they have a location

that is conducive toward either families or kids that
are studying.”

PROBLEMS
DON’T GET BENT OUT OF
SHAPE OVER L’IL HANGERS REFINANCING
CHARLES THE
BUTLER
ASKCHARLES
THEBUTLER@
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FOR MORE, VISIT
CHARLES
MACPHERSON.COM

Dear Charles the butler,
I am facing a really strange
problem. My husband wears
leather jackets in size XL.
However, the jackets bought
from Roots, Danier, etc.
come with a hanger that
seems to be too small for
the XL jackets.
They leave at least two
inches of shoulder hanging
unsupported by the hanger.
The jackets are getting out
of shape really quickly.
What should I do? Please
help.
Thank you,
Trish

Dear Trish,
I have a couple of suggestions that should give you
some good solutions for
this problem.
Firstly, a strange but
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good temporary solution
would be to cut some paper towel tubes lengthwise and place one on
each side of the hanger
where the coat hangs,
thus elongating the hanger by a few inches to at
least give the coat some
stability and shape until a
proper hanger can be
found.
This may be hard to
imagine, but the paper
towel tube can be adjusted to the length you need
and really does work on a
short-term basis.
Secondly, look up a
larger-size clothing store
in your area and see if
they will sell you a few
oversized hangers that
will properly fit the coats.
If that fails, Wm.
Prager Ltd., sells hangers
to the trade (and my butler school) so they have a
very large inventory and
are a great Canadian
source.
And finally, the Rolls
Royce solution is Henry
Hanger in New York City.
They manufacture any
size hanger you could
ever want or need and
will even put your initials

LEGAL
MATTERS
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Larger-size clothing needs bigger hangers.

on the hanger should you
so choose!
I know this last option
is extreme, but I have
used them for some of my
very fancy clients and

they are really good and
will solve the problem.
HAVE A QUESTION? SEND A MESSAGE
TO ASKCHARLESTHEBUTLER@
METRONEWS.CA

My sisters and
I are attempting to
reﬁnance our
family cottage with our mom,
who is having diﬃculty interacting and therefore we need
to use our power of attorney
for her signature. We
approached the bank to
increase the amount of
ﬁnancing on the cottage and
they would not process the
transaction at the bank. It
was indicated that we needed
to engage a lawyer to assist
us with this process. We had
the ﬁnancing instructions forwarded to our lawyer and she
attempted to perform her
due diligence on the title to
the cottage. It turns out that
there are three portions and
only two of them have the
original Line of Credit on
them while the third portion
has another amount. To make
matters worse, two of the
portions are still in the old
Land Registry system while

one has been converted to
Land Titles. Our lawyer says it
is a mess and it will take
some time and cost to clean it
up. What can we do?

It sounds like you have a
problem on your hands
that is not going to be an
easy fix. I can only surmise
that along the way, when
you were refinancing with
the bank that they applied
the secured Line of Credit
to two out of three portions
of the property. Realistically, all three portions should
be under the same registration system in order to proceed with new financing.
It may have happened at
the bank level when they
refinanced or perhaps
when one of your former
lawyers set about to transfer the property. Either way,
it sounds as though you
need to head off on a factfinding mission to determine how to finish this
process. You should engage
the services of your lawyer
to assist you. Unfortunately, this may be a costly
process for which you may
have no recourse.
JEFFREY COWAN IS THE PRINCIPAL OF
COWAN LAW AND CAN BE REACHED BY
EMAIL AT JEFF@COWANLAW.CA.

