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Raising kids in a
downtown condo:
Is it viable?
Apartment trends.
‘Transit, infrastructure,
amenities, public
services, it all has to
keep up and catch up’
DUNCAN
MCALLISTER

life@metronews.ca

In some areas in the city, builders are designing larger units with families in
mind. ISTOCK IMAGES

A common lament with the
downtown Toronto condo
market is the lack of larger,
family-friendly units. What
are your options if you’re a
young couple about to start a
family?
Michael Stolberg, a realtor
with TheRedPin.com online
brokerage, says that it’s quite
doable.
“I’m doing it and I have
many clients who do it. Some
people keep two kids in a
bedroom until they grow to a
certain age and then I guess
they have to think about moving to a townhome.”
Two weeks ago, his wife

gave birth to a baby girl and
they plan to raise a new family
in their 1,200 sq. ft., two-bedroom plus one condo unit,
located in a large Tridel building in Markham.
A plus one makes a great
space for a kid’s room. “My
plus one is probably a little
larger than my second bedroom, but you can’t call it a
bedroom because it doesn’t
have a window or a closet. Me,
I gave up my second bedroom
and gave that to my child and
moved my office, couch and
TV into the plus one,” says
Stolberg.
Brad Carr, the recentlyappointed president of Canadian developer Monarch
Group, says that in some areas
around the city, builders are
re-thinking their strategy
and designing larger units
with end-users in mind. “I
think there are certain places
where we might see the emergence of more family product
quicker as opposed to some of
the core downtown locations
where it’s still serving a very

specific segment of the market.”
A major concern for parents is the availability of
nearby schools and daycare.
In some communities, there’s
just no room left in the local
schools to accommodate kids
from the new developments.
Carr says it will take time for
the infrastructure to catch up.
“While the Toronto condo
emergence has felt like a
very long time, in the grand
scheme of things we’re still
in the early stages of this conversion from more suburban
living to more downtown living. All the things we talk
about so much, of transit,
infrastructure, amenities and
public services, it all has to
keep up and catch up.”
Watch for new partnerships
between schools and developers, as in the case of North
Toronto Collegiate and Tridel’s
Republic condos. The 100-yearold school needed a facelift and
sold land to Tridel in exchange
for a new building incorporated into the condo complex.

Interest diﬀerential charge

Continuing
with the same
institution
We just closed the sale of our
home on which we had used
bridge ﬁnancing to purchase
our new home two weeks
ago. On closing, our lawyer
indicated that we have to
pay an ‘interest diﬀerential
charge’ of over $5000.00 on
our old mortgage! This has
set our heads in a tailspin
because not only was our
former mortgage, line of
credit and bridge ﬁnancing
was with the same ﬁnancial
institution but our new mortgage is with the same bank.
LEGAL
MATTERS
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Basically, you were using
the proceeds of your current
home to help you purchase
your new home. Generally,
when you finance with your
current mortgage company,
they will forgo any prepayment charges if you continue
with the same institution
with your new mortgage. It
sounds like you need to get
on the phone with your mortgage specialist because this
should not have happened.
This must be an oversight
within the bank — but an
expensive one.

Eco-friendly options

Use peat-free
products for
your yard
Is peat moss an eco-friendly option for my yard and
garden?
-Lesley of Edmonton
QUEEN
OF GREEN
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Not really. In nature, peat accumulates at a rate of half to
one millimetre per year! And
harvesting peat moss is like
mining — a top layer of earth
is scrapped off. But when left
intact, peat is like any wetland ecosystem; it purifies and
stores water. It’s also the single
largest terrestrial storer of carbon.
Canada is the leading
world peat producer. We currently mine about 270 million
acres of peat bogs — primarily in Quebec and New Brunswick. The Canadian government requires that peat bogs
be returned to functioning
wetlands once extraction is
complete (not unlike what
they propose for the oil sands).
The moral of the story is,
find other options. And from a
gardener’s perspective (which

I am not) peat has little or no
nutrient value, and it’s poor
mulch; it tends to dry out and
even blow away.
Here’s how to choose
peat-free products:
rø )Fø THEø BAGø DOESNTø SAYø PEAT
free, it probably isn’t.
rø 0RODUCTSø WITHø LABELSø LIKEø
“eco-friendly”, “compost” and
“organic” can contain peat.
rø!øHIGH QUALITYøPEAT FREEøMAterial will typically be more
expensive than you’re used to.
What are the alternatives?
First, choose native plants that
are well-adapted to your region. By well-adapted, I mean
they’ll grow best in local conditions and moisture and have

a natural ability to combat
pests. Or, use compost.
It’s one of the easiest,
cheapest and most eco-friendly ways to improve your soil
(especially if you make it yourself) and it contributes more
nutrients than sterilized peat.
One downside is that most
compost has high pH and high
levels of nutrients — some
plants will benefit more than
others. Another newer alternative is coir, which is made of
coconut-shell fibre — a byproduct of the coconut industry in
Sri Lanka and India. It holds
water and nutrients extremely
well and has a pH suitable for
all plants. The major downside
is that it’s shipped from faraway countries.

In a perfect world, you should change your bed sheets every week. ISTOCK IMAGES

Getting the bedding
What kind of sheets should I
buy for my master bed, how
many do I need and how
often do I need to change
them? Diane B.
CHARLES
THE BUTLER

askcharlesthebutler@
metronews.ca
For more, visit
charlesmacpherson.com

Compost is a good substitute for peat. ISTOCK IMAGES

Dear Diane B,
First, when you go shopping
I don’t want you to worry or
stress about thread count.
Feel the sheets and remember the fabric has “sizing” (a
combination of light glue and
starch on them, making them
stiff and look good in the retail
store), so you really need to buy

one sheet, wash it and sleep
with it. I like sheets with “percale” in the summer. This is a
closely woven smooth finish
cotton. In the winter I love flannel sheets, and the best part of
flannel for me is that they are
warm on cold nights and don’t
need to be ironed! I personally
don’t recommend anything
with polyester simply because
they don’t breath, so you are
more likely to sweat in them
and be uncomfortable.
Once you find a brand of
sheets you like, you should
have a minimum of two sets,
and if budget allows, a third
set. This way you have one set
that is dirty, one on the bed
and an emergency back up
for spills, dogs, kids, life, etc.

And finally in a perfect world
bed sheets should be changed
weekly.
Remember the human
body sweats a litre of liquid
per night and the exfoliation
of dead skin about every 21
days all accumulate in your
bed, and bacteria/mites love to
feed on this. Even if you don’t
have time to iron your sheets,
change them often. You will
sleep better and feel better in
clean fresh cotton sheets.
And the colour? I personally
only buy white sheets but colour, pattern and style is truly a
personal choice.
Pick your style and buy
everything within that same
style so it gives you lots of mixand-match options. Sleep tight!

