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Top apps to buy and sell your condo
Condo trends. Metro
looks at ﬁve killer
apps that you can use
to help you buy, sell
or ﬁnd a condo
DUNCAN
MCALLISTER

life@metronews.ca

You see them everywhere.
Take a look around your
subway car.
If people aren’t reading Metro, then chances
are they’re clutching some
sort of mobile device (reading Metro), whether it’s an
iPhone, Blackberry, some
kind of tablet, a laptop,
iPod or smartphone.
A recent iPass Mobile
Workforce Report says
that the average mobile
worker now carries 3.47
mobile devices.

Homebuyers.
com mobile app
This will make the hunt
for your new condo a
whole lot easier.
Browse thousands
of new-construction
listings across the GTA
and Ontario to view floor
plans, save favourites,
share listings, create
notes, sign up for priority registration.
FREE DOWNLOAD FOR IPAD,
IPHONE AND ANDROID

RE/MAX
Hallmark app
This app allows you to
search for homes and properties listed for sale or lease
across the GTA, Muskoka
and Prince Edward County.
Using the device’s GPS
feature you can search for
listings near your current
location or do an advanced
search by detailed information including price,
open house, number of
bedrooms, bathrooms and
other features.

Home 3D for iPad

Realtor.ca app

This app will save you lots
of time with your condo
layout.
Create your home’s
floor plan by choosing
rooms and arranging them
to generate your desired
layout.
In Interior mode, you
can add furniture and
paint or wall paper to each
room, playing with layouts
and different looks.

This very popular app
puts the functionality of
realtor.ca in the palm of
your hand.
It uses your handheld’s GPS capabilities
to provide search results
near your location. Newly
listed properties, open
houses with photos, and
driving directions are all
at your fingertips.

CIBC Home
Advisor app
An app for house hunters
that promises to make
your home-search and
home-purchase decision a
lot easier.
You can access expert
mortgage advice wherever
you are. Take it along
when you’re exploring
neighbourhoods, visiting
properties, or simply doing research.

FREE DOWNLOAD FOR IPHONE,
$6.99 - $8.99 DOWNLOADS FOR IPAD,
IPOD AND IPHONE

BLACKBERRY, WINDOWS PHONE 7,
ANDROID

FREE DOWNLOAD FOR IPHONE AND
BLACKBERRY

FREE DOWNLOAD

Sustainable palm oil:
Sourcing the world’s
leading vegetable oil
How can I find sustainable
palm oil?
-Miriam, Saskatoon
QUEEN
OF GREEN

Tovah Paglaro
green@metronews.ca

An incredible rate of deforestation has permitted the palm oil industry to grow
at a rate of nearly 27 per cent per year. ISTOCK IMAGES

Palm oil — a relatively new
kid on the block when it
comes to oils — recently
passed soya as the world’s
primary source of vegetable
oil.
The simple answer to
finding sustainable palm
oil is to look for a certification. But of course, it’s not
really that simple!
Produced primarily in
Malaysia and Indonesia,
palm oil is known to come
with environmental challenges.
The greatest is the incredible rate of deforestation that has permitted
the industry to continue
to grow at a rate of nearly
27 per cent per year, while
keeping the cost of the oil
appealingly low to industrial producers.

Certified
sustainable
palm oil and palm kernel
oil are produced at palm
oil plantations that comply with the environmental
standards of the Roundtable of Sustainable Palm Oil
(RSPO).
Among the standards
required for RSPO certification is the producer’s commitment to preserve “highvalue conservation forests.”
Although this loose protocol has been widely criticized, the RSPO is currently
reviewing
certification
standards.
In the meantime, a certification is still the best
bet for concerned consumers.
Have you read a label
and not seen palm oil
listed? In processed foods,
palm oil is often couched
in the term vegetable oil. In
cosmetics, look for words
indicating palm derivatives
(like palmitate).
How to avoid unsustainable palm oil:

1

Shop from companies
listed in the RSPO’s data-

base of sustainable-palm
supporters.

2
3

Look for the RSPO trademark on products.

Ask retailers to offer
more certified sustainable palm oil products.

4

Ask manufacturers to
use certified sustainable
palm oil.

5

Visit the World Wildlife
Federation at wwf.org to
learn about other ways to
get involved.
Finding certified sustainable palm oil may be simpler than you think.
A couple of big players
in Canada and around the
world have set the ambitious goal of using only
RSPO certified palm oil in
their products by 2015.
Consumers can also find
plenty of food and personal-care products that use
alternative oils.
Read the labels and
make your own informed
choice!

Safe cleaning

Don’t
mix these
chemicals!
I have often heard that
mixing bleach and ammonia is a bad idea.
But I don’t know why
that is. Can you please
explain?
Thanks Mr. Butler!
CHARLES
THE BUTLER

askcharlesthebutler@
metronews.ca
For more, visit
charlesmacpherson.com

You may have already
heard, but it’s worth repeating: Mixing bleach and
ammonia is dangerous.
This combination creates a reaction called
chloramine vapor. What
this does in simple terms is
aggravate respiratory problems. It can cause serious
damage to the lungs, going
into the blood supply from
the lungs and combines
with red blood cells so they
can no longer carry oxygen.
In addition to this and
many other issues, it is also
a skin irritant. If you suspect any contact, call and
seek medical attention immediately.
It’s a very problematic
combination. Do not delay
seeking help.

