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What’s new on the high-end
condo appliance market?
Condo trends.
Robo-ovens, chameleon
fridges and mini
dishwashers — smallfootprint appliances
with all the beneﬁts of
a full-sized kitchen
DUNCAN
MCALLISTER

life@metronews.ca

High tech is not just for
iPhones anymore. A mashup of European styling with
high-end technology is all
the rage in condo appliances.
Take for example the
Fhiaba refrigerator. With a
touch of a button, the bottom freezers convert to a
desired temperature setting
to accommodate the needs
of any hostess with extra
fridge space or a fresco
drawer.
Anthony Amiel is the
marketing manager for Distinctive Appliances Inc., a
family-run business that,
for 33 years, has been introducing European kitchen
products to Canada.
“We work with 12 brands
from around the world that
we find interesting and
bring value to the consumers in the kitchen lifestyle,”
says Amiel.
Products like the Android Chef. With a sleek,
flat front, built in LCD
touch screen and Venetian
glass handle, Bertazzoni’s
oven has both beauty and
brains. This is not your
mother’s stove.
“Everybody wants to
show off right? So everybody likes to make the perfect roast when they have
their guests over. It’s nice

to have an assistant,” says
Amiel.
With condo suites getting smaller and smaller,
the challenge for builders
is to provide small-footprint appliances with all
the benefits of a full-sized
kitchen.
The Bertazzoni line of
European origin specializes
in this kind of condo-style
product.
They have traditional
four-burner ranges with
either a gas or electric option in a 24-inch format. It’s
75 per cent the size, but it
does just as much.
There’s also the Blomberg line of smart, condosized appliances.
“We’re in the midst of
introducing an 18-inch
dishwasher with either a
panel front or stainless,”
says Amiel. “Again, we’re
in the small condo space.
You still have the same
technology — a dishwasher
with multiple life-cycles, all
stainless steel interior. It’s
just a slightly skinnier version.
“Colour is in increasing
demand. People like colours
that pop. It makes a statement, it speaks to who they
are and the kind of design
cues they’re looking for.”
Viking’s D3 line has handles and inserts on fridges
and dishwashers and ranges
in a variety of progressive
colours that can easily be
changed in less than half an
hour, giving the kitchen a
whole new look.
If you’d like to see and
try these marvellous actual working appliances,
head up to Distinctive Appliance’s brand new showroom at SOFA, the showrooms for the design trade
located in the International
Centre at 6900 Airport Rd.

The developer
won’t take
my money!
I am purchasing a new condo
from a developer and we are
approaching interim possession whereby we occupy the
property but we don’t yet
own it. We have requested
that we put down the rest of
the monies due and payable
on the unit from our existing
line of credit, but have been
refused. The developer wants
us to carry the costs of the outstanding balance until the ﬁnal
closing date, when we take
ownership of the property.
Why would they not want our
money now?
LEGAL
MATTERS
Jeffrey Cowan
home@metronews.ca

At the Distinctive Appliances Kitchen Lifestyle Centre at SOFA, a Viking 60 inch Custom Range in Lemonade is
customizable in over 20 colours, has a 12 inch-wide griddle/simmer plate and 12 inch-wide char-grill, as well as the
largest capacity oven in the industry, $17,059. Inset, Bertazzoni’s six burner gas range in Rosso Red is painted in an
Italian sports car factory, $6,079. COURTESY DISTINCTIVE APPLIANCES INC.

On interim occupancy, there
is generally an outstanding
amount that is due and payable
to the developer, which is financed and carried by the new
owner until the title to the property is transferred.
If the new owner wishes to
put all of the amount down,
the developer will usually have
to hold that amount in trust,
which means that those funds
are not available to the builder
to help finish the property. You
should be aware that at the time
of interim occupancy, the entire
project will not be complete.
Often times, the hallways need
work, the common spaces are
not finished and items such as
gyms, spas and even parking are
not entirely functional. The developer needs that extra cash to
finish off the project.
You should also consider the
fact that generally, the cost of
carrying the outstanding balance is less expensive when
you use the builder’s financing
rather than a line of credit. Typically, the cost of carrying the
excess balance due through the
developer is 3.1 per cent. Unsecured lines of credit are four
per cent. So, the numbers lean
in favour of not paying down the
balance unless you have spare
cash lying around not earning a
comparable income.

How to find a star contractor for your job
MARY ANN
GEORGANTOPOULOS

Metro World News in New York City

When it’s time to re-do your
kitchen, you likely won’t be
hammering in the new cabinets — that’s the contractor’s
job.
While Amy Matthews was
promoting the launch of HomeAdvisor, a website that matches
home owners to home improvement contractors, the licensed
contractor and host of DIY Network’s Sweat Equity and Bathroom Renovations offered tips
on how to find the best person
for your project.

Hire a legitimate contractor
“You have to know they’re licensed and insured,” Matthews
says about finding a dependable contractor.
“You want to make sure
you’re getting someone good
from a reliable source.” She
suggests using tools like HomeAdvisor’s Pro Finder, which
does background checks on all
contractors in its database.
Find someone you like
Matthews suggests meeting
with two or three contractors.
If they’re all pricing the project around the same range,
she recommends picking the
one you get along with best.

“There are so many decisions to be made. You’ll be
calling them, they’ll be calling
you, so you need to have good
communication or you’ll be
stressed out.”
Communicate your schedule
Touch base regularly with your
contractor about any scheduling issues that might arise.
“If your contractor can’t
start because a product didn’t
arrive, they’re going to take
that other job,” Matthews says.
Put it in writing
Before starting, it’s important
to have a written agreement
with a contractor for how long

the project will take, Matthews
advises.
“You should never give more
than 30 per cent up front,” she
says. “Thirty per cent should
be given midway through and
the remaining per cent upon
completion.”
Know what you want
When planning a renovation,
know exactly what design you
want before hiring a contractor.
“The best thing you can do
for yourself is research,” Matthews says. “If you start your
project and you’re still designing in your mind, it’s going to
cost you a lot more.”
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