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Toronto home to many
art deco-styled buildings
CONDO TRENDS
Duncan McAllister
life@metronews.ca

Toronto has many fine examples of art deco-styled
buildings from a bygone era,
many of which have been
transformed into cool modern condo spaces.
The Montreal architectural
firm of Ross and MacDonald
were active in Canada during
the early 20th century and
brought Toronto many of its
well-known examples of art
deco such as the Maple Leaf
Gardens, Union Station and
the Royal York Hotel.
A great example of a deco
conversion is the Tip Top Lofts.
The ornate 1920s-era building
was designed by Bishop and
Miller architects and has been
transformed into condominium residences.
At the site near the waterfront at 637 Lake Shore Boulevard just west of Bathurst
Street, the structure was built
to house the Tip Top Tailors
factory
and
warehouses.
Dylex sold the unique building in 2002, and it underwent
a complete makeover by Context Developments.
Alex Speigel was director
of development on the project and says that such undertakings are fraught with complexity, “especially when you
have to deal with historical
designations, the project is
carefully monitored. It has
to go through a whole process with the city of Toronto
heritage department and in
doing the conversion you
go through a process called

designation.”
So what exactly is art
deco? Some say the first use
of the term was attributed to
the pioneering French architect, Le Corbusier. “Deco” has
a distinct look and the decorations tell the story. According
to Toronto architect Stephen
Teeple, deco depicts the machine, modern materials and
speed, as opposed to organic
motifs.
“Things that were supposed to be fast, were supposed
to also look fast. You get the
notion of streamlining.”
The art deco Imperial Lofts
was developed by Plazacorp
in 1997 and houses 60 residential suites. Located on
Sherbourne Street, just north
of Adelaide, it was home to
the original Imperial Optical
warehouse.
The six-storey, mill-style
conversion features exposed
wood beams, brick walls and
10.5-foot ceilings while the
three-storey building features
10-foot concrete ceilings and
columns.
Another magnificent example of downtown deco is
the College Park complex,
comprising a shopping mall,
residential and office complex located on the southwest
corner of Yonge Street and
College Street.
The site of the old T. Eaton
flagship store, it was originally built in the 1920s. The spectacular seventh floor event
space has undergone a grand
renovation and renamed The
Carlu after French architect
Jacques Carlu, who designed
the original interior of the
floor, including the 1,300-seat
Eaton Auditorium.
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Student living,
investor’s
dream
I am considering purchasing a downtown condo,
located near a university,
as an investment. It would
be perfect for a couple of
students to rent, as I do
not plan on living there. I
know the area is quite good
for getting these types of
tenants, but I have some
concerns after reviewing the
status certiﬁcate, as there
was a letter from the board
of directors of the condo
with respect to units being
rented to students who
share with multiple roommates. The letter states this
is a big problem and is in
contradiction with the rules
and regulations. Some nonresident owners have been
ﬁned for overloading their
units. What should I do?
LEGAL
MATTERS

The iconic College Park complex, an example of Toronto art deco, is comprised of condominium residences, a
shopping mall and oﬃce space. DUNCAN MCALLISTER/FOR METRO

The Tip Top lofts condo conversion transformed a 1920s art deco factory building into residential condos along
Toronto’s waterfront. COURTESY OF CONTEXT DEVELOPMENTS
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This is a common problem
in towns where there is a
large post-secondary student
population. As a non-resident
investor, it is your responsibility to make sure your
tenants are abiding by the
rules and regulations of the
condo. If they split the rent
with more roommates than
typically would be termed a
single family unit, you can be
held responsible for any fines
that may be imposed by this
breaking of the rules.
Depending on how
involved you are going to be
with your tenants, you may
want to consider another
condo that doesn’t draw upon
students for tenants and
perhaps a more likely young
professional couple.
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