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Space-saving condo layout
all about the cube design
CONDO TRENDS
Duncan McAllister
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There’s a new condo trend
that puts the “cube” in “cubist”. Interior design firm Figure3 hatches a new spacesaving condo layout that is
destined to become a winner for Toronto’s compact
high-rises.
Just one look at the floor
plan shows how the transformational Cube design
frees up space.
The suite is built upon
a unique design premise
where everything is arranged around an inner
core or cube. The bathroom,
laundry room and kitchen
are clustered together in
the centre of the space. The
concept takes cues from
New York and Europe where
smaller square footage is at
a premium.
This
transformational
design offers condo owners
maximum flexibility with
fluid spaces for living, dining and sleeping around
the cube core element. “The
idea is that by pulling all the
wet walls into the centre of
the space, it allows you the
flexibility to walk around
it,” says Suzanne Bettencourt, principal at Figure3.
The
Figure3-designed
Quartz-Spectra model suite
by Concord Adex was recognized with an award of
merit at the 2012 ARIDO
awards.
The cube’s centralized
space plan allows for wider
corridors that are more
functional and double as

walk-in closets. “The corridor going to the bathroom
has the closet in it and becomes almost like a walk-in
closet,” says Bettencourt.
“It’s really also a circulation
path into your bathroom
and it also connects to your
den as well.” The QuartzSpectra bedroom opens up
to the living area through
sliding glass panels, expanding the overall living
space for spontaneous entertaining.
For developers, the cube
design also saves on construction costs by consolidating stacks, therefore requiring fewer walls.
“The concept here was
to allow people the flexibility to hide away their walls.
Suddenly your living space
and your bedroom space can
be larger for entertaining
purposes,” says Bettencourt.
Recognized for their innovative design process, Figure3’s view is that space is a
strategic business asset and
is well poised to bring a new
way of thinking to Toronto’s
condo market.
The design firm got the
idea from their experience
with corporate office towers
where shafts through the
core of the building house
all the plumbing, electrical
and facilities.
According to Bettencourt, dining rooms are
doing a disappearing act.
“If you’re going to be purchasing a one bedroom plus
den, often the space is being compromised, particularly the dining area. What
people are wanting is a den
that can then convert into a
dining room.”
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Late delivery
of my condo
We purchased a pre-build
condo back in 2010 and it
was supposed to be ready
for occupancy in the spring
of 2013. Well, that date has
come and gone and the
builder has informed us of
the delay, which looks like
it will be closer to 2014. My
wife and I have been living
with my in-laws in anticipation of the delivery of our
new home and it is not an
ideal situation. Should we
go out and rent an apartment based upon the projected new closing date?
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Figure3’s design for the suite is built upon a unique ﬂoor plan where everything is arranged around an inner core or
“cube”. COURTESY OF FIGURE3

The cleverly designed Quartz-Spectra model suite by Concord Adex was recognized with an ARIDO award of merit.
COURTESY OF FIGURE3

The situation you are encountering is not unique. A lot of
young couples forgo renting
and live with relatives in order to save money and wait
for the newly minted condo
to be delivered. The problem
is that construction is not an
exact science and a majority
of condominium developments do not deliver possession based on the projected
completion dates in the original contract.
The problem with going
out and renting an apartment for you is that you will
have to sign an initial one
year contract and this may
put you over the actual date
that you can take possession
of your new home. Then,
you would be stuck paying
rent and occupancy fees. If
you can handle your current
living arrangement, I would
suggest you hang on and save
even more money so you can
treat yourself to some new
furniture when your unit is
complete. Or perhaps you
could search for alternate living arrangements that will
not run an entire year.

