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Legal Matters

Right of way

A panoramic view of the skyline with the two-storey SkyBridge. In celebration of Canada Day, two huge ﬂags were hung from it. CONCORD ADEX

An engineering marvel high
atop the Toronto skyline
CONDO TRENDS
Duncan McAllister
life@metronews.ca

The Toronto skyline was forever changed last year when
Concord Adex and PCL Constructors Inc., began a sophisticated lifting process that
connected a 130-foot-long, twostorey SkyBridge to the 38- and
43-storey Parade towers.
The SkyBridge is an engineering marvel and posed a
number of technical challenges. According to Concord VP
of development, Gabriel Leung,
the two towers on both sides of
the SkyBridge were designed as
one project since day one.
“We were trying to do something very Cartesian, very pure
form, so you notice that one
tower is totally rectangular and
one is totally round. They’re
very pure forms.”
The lift began last June 25
at approximately 9 p.m. and
was completed the next day at
11 a.m. The SkyBridge lift was
an architectural accomplish-

ment that Toronto has rarely
seen and was the culmination
of years of careful planning
by some of the country’s top
architects, engineers, builders
and suppliers.
After 14 hours, the SkyBridge was lifted from the
ground level using the two Parade towers as the cranes and
locked into its current position.
The team used a method
called strand jacking, which
involved hoisting the bridge up
with wire cables and hydraulic
jacks. This required the placement of huge steel beams in
the mechanical penthouses of
each tower that were pushed
out of the top of the building
and secured into place prior
to the lift. The bridge was then
lifted upward with cables just
six feet away from both towers
on either side.
Once completed, the SkyBridge will make Toronto home
to two of the highest SkyBridge
residences anywhere in the
world.
It will also feature a common amenity bar and lounge
with a glass floor that all Pa-

The SkyBridge connects the 38- and 43-storey Parade towers. CONCORD ADEX

rade residents are welcome to
enjoy. It offers breathtaking
views of the Toronto skyline
on the north side and Lake Ontario to the south side.
Leung says the inspiration
for the bridge came from a desire to create a common space

for both buildings.
“We were thinking at that
time, what can we do to provide some kind of linkage for
this kind of pure form? Many,
many schemes were tried out.
Some of the earlier schemes
were really quite crazy, and we

decided after that maybe a simple link, a one-line expression
would be an appropriate link.”
In celebration of Canada
Day, Concord Adex hung two
huge 20-foot by 40-foot Canadian flags on the SkyBridge up
over the long weekend.

We have purchased a cottage lot from the neighbour
of the lot and want to get
started on building a nice
vacation home. However, it
has come to our attention
that the shared driveway is
mostly on our neighbour’s
property. We obviously want
to retain our rights to use
the driveway for now and
into the foreseeable future. I
understand this may involve
getting an order from the
Committee of Adjustments.
What is the process?
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You are entering a somewhat
specialized area of real estate
law and will require the services of a lawyer and probably
a land surveyor. Basically, the
planners in the municipality
want to make sure that your
right of way is properly registered on title and of course,
you want to make sure of this
also. Generally, the starting
point is to get the property
surveyed so you know where
your driveway is located in
relation to the lot lines. Then
you may need a committee order allowing for the
use of the land for a public
driveway. Depending on the
circumstances and the municipality, this may also require
an R-Plan. These matters can
become quite complex and
you will need the help of an
experienced lawyer to guide
you through the necessary
steps. However, once done
properly, you will have saved
your rights to use the mutual
driveway for years to
come.
Follow Jeff Cowan on
Twitter @Cowan_Law or on
the website at cowanlaw.ca
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Get a dedicated agent to help you throughout the moving process.
We help move your services to your new home.
5 Free for new and existing customers.
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Call 1 855 226-8014 Click rogers.com/moving Visit your local Rogers retail store
© 2013 Rogers Communications.
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Rogers Concierge takes the hassle out of moving.

