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NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT
ONLINE OR OFFLINE, THE SOONER YOU START
LOOKING FOR A SUMMER JOB, THE BETTER
Getting a summer job is like buying
concert tickets — the best ones go first
and the latecomers are stuck with the
cheap ones. Employment experts say
the sooner you start your summer job
hunt, the better.
Karin Lewis, an employment
counsellor and social media expert at
JVS Toronto, says a great place to start
your search is online.
“Google is the most effective and
flexible job-search tool,” she says.
Search “summer+job+Halifax” (or
wherever you are looking) to get results
in your area. Mark “pages from
Canada” to limit results. Set up a
Google alert with your key terms to
have the search giant filter job postings
and email them you.
Make sure your bio reflects your professional ambitions, your photo makes
you look employable, and don’t flame
people about your drinking habits.
Create a solid LinkedIn profile. You
can use it as your online resumé and connect to potential employers. Some jobs
even require you apply via LinkedIn.

“If you have a good profile on
LinkedIn and someone Googles you,
that’s the first thing they’ll find,” Lewis
says. “It’s a good way to control what
people find.”
There are also lots of job sites like
Monster.ca, Jobsposting.ca and even
Kijiji.
For offline, check out your local employment centre or your university’s
student services centre. When you
apply, use the keywords that describe
the job in the posting. Direct it to the
person specified. It’s better to make a
short list of jobs you really want and put
a lot of time into those applications than
to just fire off dozens of generic emails
to dozens of companies.
Make sure you understand the terms
of the job. A summer internship on a
magazine might sound perfect for a
budding writer, but it might not be paid.
While it is important that your summer
job provide experience will help you
land a permanent job after graduation,
you don’t want to be exploited for free
labour.
– Jon Tattrie
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WITH UNITED TESOL
INTERNATIONAL
COLLEGE OF
TEACHER TRAINING
If you are interested in teaching English as
a second language abroad, there is no better
time than the present to pursue it at United
TESOL. With employment opportunities
worldwide, the opportunities are endless.
Many cherish the opportunity to travel the
world getting paid to teach English.
United TESOL International College of
Teacher Training is an Ottawa-based
private school that offers aspiring Englishas-a-second-language teachers specialized
training, certification and programs in
TESOL.
“TESOL is the international designation
or licence to teach English as a second language and it’s recognized in over 100
different countries,” says academic director
Kelly Smith. “TESOL is geared specifically for teaching English as a second
language outside of Canada.
“There’s a bit of a misconception that
just because you can speak it, you can
teach it. We basically teach them how to
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put together a coherent lesson plan, how to
translate tangible language targets for the
students themselves, and how they can deliver that in the most effective way.”
United TESOL will be celebrating its
10th anniversary in June and its spring
TESOL certification program runs from
March 20-25.
Join the United TESOL faculty at a free,
Teach English Abroad informational seminar March 6 from 7-9 p.m. in Room 4 of
the Jock-Turcot University Centre, located
next to the bookstore on the University of
Ottawa campus. For more information or to
register for the upcoming Spring TESOL
session, call 613-562-8370 ext. 101, or
email info@unitedtesol.com

